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Friday: 8:00am-4:30pm
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Eastside Learning Center

4355 Michigan Ave. LA, CA 90022
Office: (323) 729-1800
Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:00am-8:45pm
Friday: 8:00am-4:00pm

IMPORTANT DATES
February 11, 2020 – ESL planning meeting 11:45am-12:15pm ELASC
February 11, 2020 – HiSET 9:00am ELASC
February 12, 2020 – CTE PLC 2:00pm-3:30pm ELASC
February 13, 2020 – Teacher Advisors Summit 9:30am-3:30pm ELASC
February 14, 2020 – ESL planning meeting 11:45am-12:15pm at Eastside
February 15, 2020 – CASAS Pretest Saturday Program ELASC
February 17, 2020 – Presidents Day Holiday No classes

LAUSD Consolidated Charitable Campaign
The Annual LAUSD Consolidated Charitable Campaign is underway. Teachers received their envelope with
individual student envelopes for his/her section(s). Use the information on the back of the Payroll
Authorization form to inform your students about each distribution agency. These 11 agencies are in charge
of distributing to over 400 local community organizations. Tell your students no donation is too small and
remember to thank them for their generosity. We will continue collecting until February 29th. Please submit
you class envelope to the bookstore if you already collected all donations from your classes. Let Mr. Melara,
CCC coordinator, know if you need additional student envelopes. Again, thank you for all your efforts to
make this campaign a success.

“Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism or in the darkness of
destructive selfishness.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY
Maria Martinez – 10

Bernadette Cruz-Domingo - 13

1

EL CIVICS CENSUS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, the ESL department held an EL Civics Census Professional Development at East
LA Skills Center. Pictured above left, Mr. Wong and Ms. Sharpe address the group. Standing above right, Ms.
Ochoa, Mr. Cluxton and Mr. Proctor discuss an activity during the workshop. This is in preparation to the
upcoming census and to brainstorm ways to make our students effective agents during the census.

2020 Adult Education Student Success Program
OTAN invites nominations of adult education learners who are successful as a result of the education
received at California WIOA funded adult education agencies. This is a great way to recognize the hard work
that an outstanding student has completed in the pursuit of their personal, academic, and professional goals.
To get started, visit the Adult Education Students Succeed website at https://adultedlearners.org. Read
stories and watch videos on the home page from previous years.
Learn how to nominate a student for the program on the About tab. Pay special attention to the five-point
rubric to score each nomination the panel will read. A nomination must secure a minimum score for the
student’s story and photo to be included on the website. Students who get the top two scores from all
nominations will each have a video story produced and will be invited to the 2020 ASCA Leadership Summit
in San Diego in November for a special recognition honoring successful students across California.
To nominate a student, click on the Nomination tab to complete an online nomination form. Once the
nomination is successfully submitted, you will receive confirmation from OTAN. The last day to nominate a
student for consideration is Wednesday, April 15. Contact Anthony Burik at aburik@otan.us or 916-228-2580.
The OTAN Staff

"Opportunities don't happen. You create them." Chris Grosse
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ELASC RECRUITMENT AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
Ms. Giglio has been actively recruiting in the community for
our school. These are some of the activities she has
undertaken during the last two weeks:
• Met with Mrs. Lopez, principal at Our Lady of
Guadalupe. She sent out our ESL flyers with their weekly
bulletin.
• Posted our flyers at Rosehills Recreation Center bulletin
board.
• Met with Gene Estrada, Branch Manager at El Sereno
Library. He was happy to post our flyers and requested
more fliers in Spanish.
• Placed flyers at La Placita Parish office. They will include
our flyers in the weekly Mass Bulletin. We’re excited
about this because it will reach hundreds of
parishioners.
• Met with Sacred Heart High School administrator.
More activities are planned for the future.

On February 6, Ms. Leon’s conversation class, and accompanied by Ms. Tarasyuk, helped with recruitment
and outreach by passing out flyers. Ms. Leon called the activity “Putting Our English to Work.”
• At Plaza de la Raza, students posted flyers inside their offices. We can periodically visit and they will pass
them out.
• At 7-11 the manager allowed us to put flyers on the counter.
• At the laundromat next to the 7-11, we will cross promote our services during their monthly promotional
day/raffle for their clients.
• At the DMV, we are getting a permit for promotion to pass out flyers inside their lot.
The students practiced their English and enjoyed the activity in the park, and on the street using a script to
promote our classes.
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Student Success Stories

Rodolfo Nelson Cordova completed the ESL program at Maxine Waters Employment Preparation Center. He
enrolled at ELASC and completed the summer IET Pre-Physical Therapy Aide with Ms. Cobian and Leon. He
later completed Ms. Cobian’s Physical Therapy Aide class. Nelson is currently taking Mr. McGarry’s
Citizenship class on Saturday at the Skills Center. He would like to become a citizen in the near future and be
able to vote during the general elections. He is a dedicated and hardworking student and we wish him the
best in his future endeavors.
Thank you Ms. Cobian for providing this article and the photographs of her student in action during his IET
class in the summer.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month
The Black Panthers Party of the late 1960s had an effect on American democracy that we still feel these days.
The teachings of Malcolm X influenced the party, which was founded in Oakland, California to protect black
people from police brutality and to demand rights and treatment for all people of color and oppressed
communities. Because the Black Panther Party supported the second amendment, the Mulford Act of 1967
was passed as a response to members
openly carrying guns. THE BPP monitored
and surveilled police activities during
their interaction with people. Today,
smartphones and other electronic
gadgets are used to video record police
encounters. The BPP’s free
breakfast for children program forced the
government to expand its own school
food programs. They also had free
ambulance program, free dental
program, free health clinics, nutrition
classes, clothing distribution,
self-defense, first aid, drug and alcohol
rehabilitation and transportation
programs and established their own
schools. They were pro-black, not to be confused with anti-white. They welcomed white allies who were
dedicated to eradicating systems of oppression for all. They chose their uniform to combat respectability
politics. They were aided by a White Panther Party who supported the goals of the Black Panther Party. Most
members of the party were women. The FBI had a secret operation to take down the BPP. They had
shootouts with LAPD and eventually dissolved after many leaders were killed, exiled, or imprisoned.
Regardless of their perception in American history, the Black Panther Party left an indelible mark in American
democracy and the struggles of the people for equality and equal protection under the law.
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Meet One of Our Own: Bernadette Cruz-Domingo, Office Tech
Bernadette Cruz-Domingo came to the US in
1999 from the Philippines. She graduated from
St. Paul College in the Philippines with a
Bachelor of Science in Business Management.
Ms. Cruz worked in the private sector as project
manager and in banking for a few years. But
she wanted to work for LAUSD where she
started in 2003 at the local district 5 in school
construction. She then transferred to the Skills
Center in 2013. She has a young daughter who
is her daily inspiration and who, along with her
family motivates her daily life. She volunteers
at her daughter’s school whenever she can and
plays the piano during their school events, an
activity she enjoys at home. She also practices
yoga and enjoys cooking. She wished she had
gone to graduate school and get her Master’s
degree; but it might still be a project in her
future. She has traveled to France, Italy, and
Germany. And she also has plans to visit
Canada and Mexico in the near future. “The
path to success is to take massive determined
action because greatness is measured by
courage and heart”, she says.
"I find that the harder I work, the more luck I seem to have." Thomas Jefferson

ELASC Official Website: www.eastlaskillscenter.org
Visit us at Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eastlaskillscenter.org

Our Mission
The East Los Angeles Skills Center in collaboration with community—based organizations and stakeholders will provide access to
educational programs and services to students to achieve their personal and or career goals through language acquisition,
academic and career pathways.
Our School-wide Learning Outcomes
The East Los Angeles Skills Center offers opportunities for all students to:
• Have access to an educational plan and course of study to increase employability
• Obtain technical skills for entry and advanced employment
• Acquire language and academic skills for advanced educational options and careers
Our Vision
To be a dynamic educational and job training institution to empower students to be college prepared and career ready.
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